Minutes – Subject to final approval at October 2013 Meeting

Australian Flyball Association Inc. – Minutes of Meeting held on 9th September 2013.

Present: Ian Gauntlett, Brian Lindsay, Julie Pamplin, Pat Byrne, Richard Mellon, Ros Wood,Anne Coleman, Ian Kendt, Catherine Stroop, Kylie White, Joshua Ellen, Jenny Millar, Carolyn Shrives, Phil Lea, Jennifer Crane,  Rodney Gooch and Frank Lux.
Apologies. Nil.
Meeting Opened at 7.30 pm via Go to Meetings Conference. The President welcomed the new Committee members to their first Committee Meeting and explained the starred Agenda item approach.
ITEM  - Starred Items.
The following Items were adopted without discussion:

      1) Minutes of August Meeting 

 2) Renewals of Membership 

 3) Treasurers Report. - End August bank balance $16,966.97       plus Investment Account balances $ 55,650.11.
 4) Correspondence Out.
ITEM 5 – Correspondence In requiring action:
1. Letter from South Coast dog Club re Legal Action being taken against Club by Psychos Club.
2. Letter from Milton Club re AFA Policy of allowing sanction of comps within a State on same weekend.

Correspondence dealt with under General Business.

Item 7. Sanctioned Events. 
Following events sanctioned:
Training Day – Belconnen – Saturday 21 Sept 2013 – Belconnen Dog Club Grounds Mitchell.

Demo – Sydneysiders – Sunday 22nd Sept 2013 – Spring Fair Upper Gannons Park Peakhurst

Demo – Norwest Thunderdogs – Sat 28th Sept 2013 – Singleton Show – Singleton Show Grounds.

Demos –Vic Clubs – 30/9, 1/10 and 2/10 Royal Melbourne Showgrounds. 

Demo – Awesome Pawsome – Monday 7th October 2013 – Dogs Qld King Ave Durack – All dogs Sports spectacular.

Comp – Awesome Pawsome – Sat 5th October 2013 – Qld State Championship – Central Park Drive Varsity Lakes – Normal Round Robin format

Comp – Awesome Pawsome – Sun 6th October 2013 – All Dogs Sports Spectacular – Dogs Qld 247 King Ave Durack . Normal Round Robin Format.

Comp – St.George – Sunday 27TH Oct 2013 –Springtime Sprint–Heathcote Oval Heathcoat. (Restricted comp -20 teams max.)

Comp – Tuggeranong – Sat 23rd November 2013 – Fun in the Sun – Tuggeranong Town Centre Park.

Training Seminar – Berwick – 11/11/13 – Dandenong Shopwgrounds Greaves Reserve, Bennet St Dandenong.

ITEM 8 – New Members.

Following new Members were approved: 
Julie Rigney; David Gibbons; Phillip Hemmer; Amber Bruemmer and Jessica Huse.

ITEM 9 – Administrative Matters.

1. Stewards Exam Passes – Paul Newman CRN 2127.
2. Allocation of Committee Tasks:
 President asked Members to express any wish to serve on Sub Committees or to have alternative tasks to those in 2012. Phil Lea and Carolyn Shrives indicated an interest in joining the Rules Sub Committee. Frank Lux indicated he would be happy to stand down from the Rules Sub Committee and focus on responsibilities of Regional Rep for NSW. No other requests for change. Secretary to reissue the Committee List with new responsibilities shown.
3. Retirement of Judge 

The Committee noted and accepted the email advice from Eric Van Zuyden indicating he was retiring as a Senior judge – in doing so the Committee expressed its thanks to Eric for his extensive involvement as a Judge in flyball over many years. President asked Secretary to write to Eric to express the Committee thanks for his past service.
ITEM 10 – General Business

10 (a) Report from Dog Incident Sub Committee.
Nil to Report.
10 (b) – Report from Rules Sub Committee.
The Rules Sub Committee only had one Item before it at present – the suspended Rule re Red Card for crossing and directly approaching another dog. It was hoped that this would be finalized and presented to the Committee in October.

The Committee noted that the one On Trial Rule submitted to the AGM for approval had been approved. Arrangements were in hand to have the AFA Rule Book reprinted as in addition to the new Rule there was also a range of minor amendments to the Rules. The new Rule update would also be posted to the Web site shortly. 
The Secretary also noted that the “New Rules and Policies” section of the web needed to be updated to show that there were only two On Trial Rules in place - the updated Rule for Handicap Round Robin Format and the Training in the Ring Policy. These two on Trial Rules were documented in Rule Notifications 41 and 42.
10 .(c)  Report on Web and Data Base Development .
 Pat reported that good progress had been made with bringing data across from old Web and that a range of dog photos were currently being uploaded. It was planned to hold a training session for the Webmaster and Assistant Webmasters towards end of September when Kylie was in Sydney. It was still planned to bring the new Web on line at end of September. Frank asked if the new Web would allow direct data entry of things like comp results. Pat advised that she thought that this could be arranged. Frank was added to the Web Development Team.
10 (d) – Criteria for Presidents Award.
The Committee noted that there was an existing set of Criteria for the process to be followed for the selection of annual President Award winners. The President and Secretary both advised that they were unaware of the existence of the criteria at the time of the decision re 2013 Award winners. After discussion it was agreed that the criteria would be slightly reworded to better reflect process and would then be published on the Web together with the listing of past Award winners. The name of the Award was discussed and it was agreed to retain the existing title of Presidents Award.
10 (e) -  Letter from South Coast dog Club re Claim for Damages submitted by Psychos Club vie their owner Ian Ferguson.
The Committee noted the request received from the South Coast Dog Training Club to provide it with information to assist it in developing its defense of the claim for damages lodged by the Psychos club regarding 
refund of entry fees for the competition on 25th May.
The Committee agreed to supply the information requested by reference to records held by the AFA and whilst respecting the need for privacy in areas involving past incidents. Taking into account the principles of natural justice a copy of the supplied information and comments would be made available to the Psychos Club via its Secretary.

The Committee discussed the nature and content of the reply and agreed that the Secretary should draft a reply reflecting discussions and circulate it via email for approval by the Committee. CARRIED.
10 (f) – Letter from Milton Club re AFA policy of allowing sanction of competitions on same weekend within a State.
The Committee noted the letter which pointed out that approval of two comps on the same weekend was likely to impact on both Clubs by splitting team attendance. The Committee noted that whist allowed under the Rules it was a situation that should be avoided as far as is possible. The Committee did agree that all Clubs should be reminded that there were timelines for the submission of Sanction applications and that it would assist other Clubs in their forward event planning if Sanction applications could be submitted at the earliest opportunity and in line with the timelines in the Rules.
ITEM – Other Business.

     1. Kylie had submitted copies of a recent email from PDODC seeking clarification re the proposed Seminar being arranged in S.A. by Martin Watt. PDODC indicated that the Club was not aware of planning and had not authorized the holding of the event at their Grounds. They asked that the listing on the web be amended to delete reference to the Club being involved. 
The Secretary reported that he had received an email a few hours before the Meeting advising that the event would now be held at the Dover Club grounds.

The Committee suggested that the S.A. Regional rep clarify this matter and in particular whether the Dover Club has agreed to host the event.

     2.   Ian G raised for noting a possible contingency plan for the   Nationals timekeeping if either of the two appointed senior timekeepers could not attend. If that eventuated the backup plan was to move Richard Mellon from AFA Rep to senior timekeeper and appoint Kylie White as replacement AFA Rep. This plan was noted and endorsed by the Committee.
There being no more business the Meeting was closed at 8.45 pm.
Next meeting set for Monday 7th October at 7.30 pm.

Signed as a true record.

President.

