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Welcome 
 

Well here we are after the disappointment of cancelling last year’s competition 

But here we are as one of the last official race meeting sanctioned by the AFA for 2023. 

It is a proud moment again in that as a Club we run a competition with not only Tasmanian based teams 
but with a team and dogs from the mainland. 

We welcome Flyball Friends with their dogs plus Gavin and Karen Bland who are returning to Tassie with 
Gage.  

We thank Frank Lux for being our Judge for our competition plus Karen for taking on the role of AFA 
Representative and Gavin assisting with time keeping. 
 
This is the first flyball competition for some dogs and for our 2023 Nationals team “Devils” an opportunity 
to repeat their performance at the Nationals. 
 
We have several new members helping during the competition by taking on various roles and thank them 
for stepping up. 
 
We have some volunteers, friends of club members, assisting with catering and running the canteen. 
 
We have training in the ring for our up-and-coming flyball dogs and that will be great exposure for them. 
 
We are running a raffle to assist with covering the costs of our competition (details in the catalogue). 
 
We again have our special Tassie trophies, this year all of them are made from huon pine. 
 
 We hope and pray for good weather plus good competition and plenty of laughs. 
 
 A special thanks to my fellow club members for your assistance and contributions for getting this event 
up and running. 
 
 

David Strong   

President 

Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc. 
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Who are the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club? 

The Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc. is a group of likeminded individuals who share a love for dogs of all 
breeds and undertaking dog sports with them. The Club became an incorporated association in 2016 and 
was prior to this date predominately a club where flyball was the only dog sport undertaken.  

The Club became an incorporated association in 2016 and was prior to this date predominately a club 
where flyball was the only dog sport undertaken. Since then, the Club has increased its offering of dog 
sports to rally, noseworks and agility. 

The Club is affiliated with the Australian Flyball Association for Flyball and the Tasmanian Canine 
Association (known as “Tas Dogs”) for other dog sports. 

The Club has two training venues, Pontville and St Helens. At Pontville, the Club trains every Sunday from 
9am and Wednesday from 5.30pm, Flyball and Agility training occurs on Sundays, whereas flyball and 
rally occur on Wednesdays. Noseworks training is run over 4–6-week blocks, 4-5 times a year.  At St 
Helens, the Club trains every Saturday from 9am flyball, agility and rally. 

The Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club evolved from Tassie Flying Paws Flyball Racing which was established in 
the early 2000’s. Since then, changes to training locations and membership have seen the Club moved to 
its current location at Pontville Park since 2015. The Club started a sub-group of members in St Helens to 
grow the sport of flyball and this group has grown and predominately undertakes agility and rally 
 
Researching the AFA website reveals that the first flyball points earned by dogs competing under the 
team names of Tassie Flying Paws or Tassie Jack Jumpers was in 2005.  
 
The Club’s colours have changed from red to blue while the logo has changed to include the Club’s new 
name Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc. to reflect that we are not a single dog sports club. 
 
Since the name change our flyball team names have reflected the names of distinctive Tasmanian 
animals/mammals/birds. The team Tassie Flying Paws is still registered with the AFA, but the team names 
we run are Tassie Flying Devils, Tassie Flying Tigers, Tassie Flying Pademelons, Tassie Flying Quolls, Tassie 
Flying Bandicoots, and Tassie Flying Wombats. 
 
The Club was successful in securing funding to upgrade the dog arena at Pontville plus invest in an indoor 
facility so the Club can train all year and hold indoor competitions.  
 
We plan on this Club existing for all current and future members for a long time into the future for the 
enjoyment of all, especially the dogs.  
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Timetable of Events 
 

Friday – 24th November 

3:00pm – 6.00pm Layout and marking of the Competition Ring and practice for mainland teams 

Saturday – 25th November 

10:30am Check-in and Measuring 

11:15am Team Captain’s Meeting 

11:30am Judge’s Briefing with Teams 

11:45am Official Welcome 

12 noon Competition commences – Round 1 

1:30pm End of Round Robin 1 - Lunch (including Training in the Ring) 

2:40pm Competition re-commences – Round 2 

4:10pm End of Round Robin 2 - Afternoon Tea 

4:10pm Training in the Ring 

4:45pm End of Day one 

Sunday – 26th November 

7:30am Check-in  

8:00am Team Captain’s Meeting 

8:30am Judge’s Briefing with Teams 

9:00am Competition commences – Round 3 

10:30am End of Round Robin 3 – Morning Tea (including Training in the Ring) 

11:40am Competition commences – Round 4 

1:00pm End of the Competition and Pack Up 
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Competition Format and Rules 
 
The competition is an open handicap event where each team will compete in a best of five heats per 
race. Each team will race all the other teams twice each day (four times over the competition). This 
means if a dog was to run in every heat will would compete in 30 heats and therefore within the 40 heats 
per day maximum as set by the AFA. 

The competition timetable is listed in the section Competition Timetable of this catalogue. 

It is an AFA sanctioned event and will be run in accordance with the Rules and Policies of the Australian 
Flyball Association (AFA). Those rules and policies will be adhered to by AFA officials, AFA members and 
AFA volunteer members on the day. 

Everyone involved in the competition are reminded of their responsibilities as AFA members in terms of 
the Code of Ethics, respect for officials and each other and that this is a public event where flyball is on 
display. There will be other events occurring at the same time at Pontville Park. 

Special Race Rules for the Competition 
 
The special rules for this competition as a round robin handicap open racing are the AFA rules for round 
robin format of racing with the following variations: 

● To accommodate the handicap structure there will be no restart for first false start. Where the 
start dog from either team false starts that dog must run again as the 5th dog. 

 
● The sound system on the Signature lights will be disconnected (or programmed to silent) during 
the start sequence so that both teams receive light signals only. It may be reconnected after the first 
team’s start to signal bad crosses. 

 
● Handicap times will be calculated for each and every race based on the difference in seed/declared 
times of both teams 

 
● Breakout times for every team will also be based on their seed/declared time minus 0.5 second. All 
teams will have a Breakout time in this format. 

 
● If the handicap is greater than 10 seconds between two teams then scratch racing format will be 
used and the heat times will be manually calculated to determine the winner. 

 
● If there is any malfunction with the timing system an appropriate work around will be determined, 
worst case scenario is whistle and stopwatches. 
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Determination of the Competition Winner 
 
The following competition points are awarded for each round robin race: 

● 2 points to the winning team; 
● 1 point for each team for tied races 
● 0 points to the losing team. 

The team with the highest points at the end of the competition is the winner. In the event that two or 
more teams have the same number of competition points then for handicap racing, the winner using 
count back provisions will be determined by calculating the fastest adjusted time from the head to head 
race between those teams involved in the tie, and then applying the handicap of the slowest team 
involved in the tie. Any breakout times cannot be included in the calculations. 

If the competition is abandoned under AFA’s Race Meeting Cancellation Policy, results may not be 
declared unless at least one round robin has been completed. In which case the winner will be declared 
from the standings as of the last completed round robin. 

First Aid and Vets 
 
We have on-site first aid kits for both humans and dogs and Helen Strong is the first aid contact. 

The first aid kits will be at the judge’s table. 

 

Most of the residential vets do not open on weekends. 

The nearest vet is open 24 hours  7 days and is: 

Animal Emergency Service 

37 Derwent Park Road 

Moonah 

1300 302 912 
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Officials 
Competition Officials 
 
Any Flyball competition cannot happen without AFA qualified officials and we thank the following officials 
for assisting us, particularly those who have come from the mainland, Frank, Karen and Gavin. 
 

AFA Judge  
 
Frank Lux 
 
South Coast Tsunami Flyball 

 
 

AFA Representative 
 
Karen Bland 
 
Southern Cross Flyball Club 
 

 
 

Timekeepers 
 
Gavin Bland 
 
Southern Cross Flyball Club 
  
 
Bev Thompson 
 
Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc 
 
 

 
 
David Strong 
 
Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club Inc 
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Competition Stewards 
 
Likewise, thank you to our volunteer stewards who will make life easy for the dog handlers as they won’t 
have to undertake the duties of box or line stewards during the competition. 
 
Our designated stewards are: 

• Candice Brunning (Sunday only) 
• Erin Davis (Both days) 
• Rhys Brimblecombe (Sunday only) 
• Nat Frankcombe (Both days) 

 
When this team need a break can members of the Club and other Clubs undertake this role for us. 
 
Competition Box Loaders, Ball Shaggers & Assistants 
 

Flyball is a team sport that requires assistance from other team members so that the team dogs and 
handlers can perform at their best. So, thank you to these volunteers for helping their teams. The most 
crucial role is that of the box loader, who can be the difference in winning or losing an event in which 
mere thousands of seconds could determine the winner. 
 
Various club members will undertake the roles of box loaders, ball shaggers and assistants. 
 

Photos of the Event 
Brett Guy Photography (https://www.facebook.com/BrettGuyPhotography) will be on site Sunday day 
taking snaps of our dogs in action, people and the general environment.   
 

 
 

about:blank
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Sponsors, Donors and Supporters  
 
This competition could not have happened without the generous support of our sponsors, donors and 
supporters. While the Club has been busy fundraising to fund this event the contributions – financial, 
products, services for free, advice and assistance – from others have lessened the burden on our club and 
its members.  
 
So, a huge THANK YOU to the following organisations and individuals. 
 

 
   

Nat Frankcombe 
 

Sabina Rainer-Smith 
 

 
Jenny Reid 

 

 
Bec Robertson Break O’Day 

Plumbing 

 
Helen and David Strong 

 

 
Erin Davis 
(Medibank) 

 

 
Judy Richardson 
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Raffle 
 
To help assist with funding for our competition we are running a little raffle, limited to 1,000 tickets at @2 
each. 
 
Tickets can be purchased at the competition. 
 
Special thanks to Bruce and Margi Evers (Break O’Day Plumbing), David and Helen Strong, Judy 
Richardson, Sabina Raine-Smith, Nat Frankcombe and Erin Davis (Medibank) for donating the prizes for he 
raffle. 
 
A big thank to Kier Tyson for managing the raffle for the Club. 
 

 

 

Welcoming Packs and Special Prizes 
Thanks to Jenny Reid and Bec Robertson we have welcoming packs and two special prizes. 
 

Welcoming packs 
 

Lucky “gate” prize Lucky participant prize 
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Trophies 
 
Out of the Wilderness Competition Trophy 
 
The competition trophies are based on maps of Tasmania and are made from Tasmanian timbers. The 
trophies are made from Huon pine, Leigh Cragg of Leewood Woodcrafts sourced the timber for our 
perpetual trophy. To further distinguished the trophies another local craftsman Paul Keir of Master Cast 
designed, cast and created the medallions plus the name plates for the trophies.   
 
This year the first-place trophies were made by Tassie Awards and Trophies. 
 
Our competition trophies represent where our club comes from, and the natural beauty of our State and 
we hope everyone who competes this year and in future years desires to take a part of the beauty home 
with them. 

 

  
Perpetual Trophy 

Huon Pine 
 

First Place Trophies 
Huon Pine 

 
 

OOTW1 Winners - 2019 OOTW2 Winners - 2021 
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Dot & Derek Baverstock Memorable Flyball Excellence Award 
 
The Club has created this award to recognise the contribution to flyball in Tasmania of Dot and Derek 
Baverstock, who commenced training dogs in flyball some 18 years ago at the Hobart Dog Training Club 
on the Domain. It is through this introduction of flyball training that flyball gathered momentum in the 
State. Dot and Derek were very early members of what is now known as the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club 
and some members of CPAT learnt about flyball and were trained. 

Dot & Derek moved from Queensland to Tasmania some 19 years ago and brought with them their own 
flyball equipment having previously been members of the Awesome Pawsome Flyball Racing. They were 
well known by the AFA members in Queensland and within the flyball community. 

Without Dot & Derek’s initial guidance and direction, many of the flyball dogs today in Tasmania would 
not be undertaking flyball at all so there are many dog handlers in Tasmania, particularly in our Club, who 
are forever grateful to them.  

Sadly, Dot and Derek are no longer with us but they are with us in spirit. 

To be successful as a flyball team, your 4 dogs running in a heat must complete the heat without fault the 
first criteria required to earn a flyball point for your dog, often referred to as a “clean run” and if your 
team was faster than the other team an additional point is earned. Our Club in competition focuses on 
“clean runs” and if we win a heat that is a bonus. 

This Flyball Excellence Award will be awarded to the team that has the most “clean runs” during the 
competition where breakouts do not constitute a clean run for this award. In the event of a tie between 
teams the team whose average adjusted heat time is closest to their declared/seed time will be declared 
the winner. If there is still a tie then a sudden death one heat handicap race between the two teams will 
determine the winner, the winning team must do a “clean run”. 

 

 
Dot & Derek Baverstock 

Flyball Excellence Award - Perpetual Trophy 
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Dot and Derek with the Queenslanders the winners in 2019 

 
 

The winners in 2021 – Tassie Flying Tigers 
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Site Layout 
There are toilets in the shower block (orange), which are for men and women. The shower block is the 
opposite end to the canteen (maroon). 
 
The dog exercise/toileting area is marked in light blue and the yellow area is for car parking. 
 
The area marked in red is for those staying with a caravans. 
 
The competition is being held on the dog arena (green). 
 
The pink arrow indicates how to access the site. 
 

 
 

Disposal Bins 
These are located around the arena, the large cardboard bin near the canteen is for canteen use only. 
Please dispose of your waste in the appropriate designated disposal bins. 
 
Dogs on leash  

 
There are to be NO DOGS OFF LEASH in the DOG ARENA except when competing  and no dogs 
are allowed on the sports ovals.  
 
Please always pick up after your dogs and dispose in general waste bins. 
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Food and Drink   
 
The Club will have a canteen operating for lunch and afternoon tea on Saturday and for morning tea on 
Sunday. 
 
On Sunday morning for those who are early there will be egg and bacon rolls. 
 
On Sunday after the competition, we will be having a BBQ. 
 
On Saturday night a booking has been made at the Brighton Pub for those who wish to get together. 
 
A special thank you to Jenny for arranging all the food and to our Canteen assistants Jo Leamey and Betty 
Broadby. 
 
Purchases can be made with cash or EFTPos. 
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Competition Teams 
We have four teams competing in the flyball competition two from the Tassie Flying Paws, one team from 
Flyball Friends and a composite team with dogs from Tassie Flying Paws, Flyball Friends and Southern 
Cross Flyball. We thank all the dog handlers for entering our competition and wish them well. A special 
thanks to the handlers from Flyball Friends and Southern Cross Flyball.  
 
The teams are: 

 

VDL Flying Wombats 
This team comprises dogs from the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club, 
Flyball Friends and Southern Cross Flyball.  

Declared time: 25.128 
Captain: Helen Strong 

Dog Name:  
CRN: 
Breed: 
Handler: 
Flyball Title: 
 

Pamela (Pammy) 
2510B 
Border Collie 
Helen Strong 
Flyball Dog Champion 

 
Dog Name:  
CRN:  
Breed:  
Handler:  
Flyball Title: 
 

Gage 
854D 
ACD x JRT 
Karen Bland 
Flyball Master Champion Onyx 

 
Dog Name:  
CRN: 
Breed: 
Handler: 
Flyball Title: 

Ronnie 
2843B 
Border Collie 
Jenny Reid 
Flyball Dog Champion  

Dog Name:  
CRN: 
Breed: 
Handler: 
Flyball Title: 

Maddy 
3022B 
Springer Spaniel 
Fostar Canty 
Flyball Master 

 
Dog Name:  
CRN: 
Breed: 
Handler: 
Flyball Title: 

Flex 
3032D 
Border Collie 
Louise Rowlands 
No Title  
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   VDL Flying Devils   
This team comprises dogs from the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club 
and the majority of these dogs have competed together for 
some years and competed at this year’s Flyball Nationals and 
currently hold the Tasmanian Flyball Record. 

Declared time: 18.241 
Captain: Rebecca De Courcy 

Dog Name:  Lochie 

 

CRN: 2792A 
Breed: Border Collie 
Handler: David Strong / Bec Robertson 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Champion 

Dog Name:  River 

 

CRN: 2863B 
Breed: Border Collie Cross 
Handler: Rebecca De Courcy 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Champion 
Dog Name:  Daisy 

 

CRN: 2986A 
Breed: Border Collie 
Handler: Judy Richardson / Bec Robertson 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Champion 
Dog Name:  Finn 

 

CRN: 3448A 
Breed: Border Collie  
Handler: Sarah Finn 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Excellent 
Dog Name:  Gilbert 

 

CRN: 2855B 
Breed: Border Collie  
Handler: Bec Robertson 
Flyball Title: No Title 
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VDL Flying Quolls 
This team comprises dogs from the Tassie Flying Paws Dog Club 
who have not race before as a team and only three dogs have 
competed previously. 

Declared time: 21.844 
Captain:  Greg Canham 
 

Dog Name:  Toby 

 

CRN: 853F 
Breed: Border Collie 
Handler: Greg Canham 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Champion 

 
Dog Name:  Herschel 

 

CRN: 2733A 
Breed: Border Collie 
Handler: Jo Grant 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Excellent 

 
Dog Name:  Bella 

 

CRN: 3468A 
Breed: Smithfield x Huntaway 
Handler: Kier Tyson 
Flyball Title: No Title 

 
Dog Name:  Jerry 

 

CRN: 3397A 
Breed: Springer Spaniel 
Handler: Bruce Evers 
Flyball Title: No Title 

 
Dog Name:  Solo 

 

CRN: 3032B 
Breed: Border Collie 
Handler: Lousie Rowlands 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog 
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Spud Dogs 
This team comprises dogs from the Flyball Friends who have raced 
before as a team in competitions on the mainland and at the Flyball 
Nationals. 

Web time: 29.891 
Captain:  Fiona Bulman 
 

Dog Name:  Max 

 

CRN: 528G 
Breed: Chihuahua x Foxy 
Handler: Fiona Bulman 
Flyball Title: Flyball Master Excellent 

Dog Name:  Billy 

 

CRN: 2924D 
Breed: Beagle/Kelpie 
Handler: Cate Stanton 
Flyball Title: Flyball Master Excellent 
Dog Name:  Gypsy 

 

CRN: 3195A 
Breed: Smooth Collie 
Handler: Jean Dally 
Flyball Title: Flyball Master 
Dog Name:  Faith 

 

CRN: 3399A 
Breed: Smooth Collie 
Handler: Fostar Canty 
Flyball Title: Flyball Dog Champion 
Dog Name:  Archie 

 

CRN: 2924E 
Breed: Jack Russell 
Handler: Graham Stanton 
Flyball Title: Australian Flyball Champion 
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Competition Timetable 
The flyball competition will consist of a round robin handicap where each team will compete against the 
other three teams four times where each race consists best of 5 heats. 
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