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Date:  30/09/2020   
To whom it may concern 
 

I am writing to add my support to the submission being made by the National Flyball 
Working Party for the minimum age of competition to be raised from 12 months to 18 months. 
As a sport Flyball is an exciting, fast paced sport. However this also means that is a sport that 
relies heavily on the strength of these athletes. 

The sport not only involves the dog jumping, but also doing a 180 degree turn off a box at 
the far end of the course. Studies have shown that the fastest of these dogs may be hitting the box 
at close to 45 km/ hour. This puts immense strain on the bones, tendons, ligaments and joints. 

As the sport involves dogs of many different breeds, it means it involves dogs of many 
different sizes and therefore dogs that all mature at different ages. For this reason it makes sense 
that the age limit is set to allow the slower maturing breeds to have developed adequately not only 
for competing, but also to allow adequate time for training after they are skeletally mature enough 
to deal with forces involved in the sport. 

Below is a list of the average closure time for some of the major growth plates of the bones 
that take a lot of the stress in this sport. 

  
 Femoral Head … 320 days 
 Tibial Tuberosity … 250 days 
 Proximal Humerus … 375 days 
 Humeral Condyles … 200 days 
 

These are average times and the true closure time can be longer. Also if the dog is desexed then 
the closure time is even longer again. 
At this time the weak point of the bone is the growth plate and as such it is very vulnerable to a 
fracture. Any damage to the growth plate, either by trauma or repetitive stress, will lead to a growth 
deformity that is present for life. 
 
 These figures alone show that 12 months (365 days ) is way too early for these dogs to be 
competing, hitting the box at significant speeds and turning. For this to happen training must start 
months before, probably before even the earliest closing growth plate has closed. 
Changing the age to 18 months would allow most dogs to skeletally mature before the serious 
training needed to start. 
 
 If you require any more information I am happy to be contacted: 
malcolm.ware@thevetpractice.com.au 
 
Regards 
Dr Malcolm Ware BVSc  CCRT  VOSMA. 
 
 
 


