	Notification # 17 On Trial Rule – Rules for the conduct of Veterans Class – effective 1st April, 2010
 Introduction. 
The existing AFA Rules refer to two classes of competition as being recognised viz. Regular and Non Regular. Regular Classes involve teams made up of any breed of dog and a Regular Class must be offered at every sanctioned Competition. A non regular class is any class other than a regular class. Section 1.1 of AFA Rules specifies refers to two such classes i.e. Veterans and Pee – wee.

Both of these classes are also listed in NAFA Rules. Veterans classes involve dogs 7 years and over and Pee –wee is a class for teams of all height dogs. Whilst Veterans classes are regularly conducted in the US enquiries suggest that Pee- wees classes have never been offered by NAFA Clubs.

Neither of these classes has ever been conducted in Australia and the AFA has never developed Rules for the formats. Without a clear statement of the Rules and conditions of the class it seems unlikely that any event organiser would even consider holding a non regular class as part of any competition.

Of the two classes it would seem that the class most likely to have a possibility of acceptance in Australia would be veterans – as there are a growing number of dogs of 7 years of age or over and there is the possibility that in some cases these dogs are not being entered in competitions if the Club does not have a suitable height dog to allow the older dogs to jump at a reasonably low jump height. Some Members may therefore prefer to enter their older dogs in veterans classes given they are only then required to jump 7 inches.

The AFA Committee agreed that until we establish and publish a set of Rules for the Veterans class we will not get any indication of likely interest in this Class – hence the decision to establish the following set of On Trial Rules for conduct of Veterans class racing. These On Trial Rules will come into effect on 1st April 2010.

On Trial Rules for Veterans Class
1. To qualify for Veterans class dogs must be a minimum of 7 years of age as at date of competition.

2. All members of a team entered for a Veterans class must be 7 years of age or over.

3. Veterans teams can consist of a minimum of 4 dogs and a maximum of 6 dogs and dogs need not be from the same Club. (The 90 day Rule does not apply to Veterans racing).

4. All Veterans teams jump the minimum Jump height of 7 inches irrespective of the height of the dogs racing.

5. There will be no false starts in Veterans racing. The dog that commits the false start will be required to run again in order for team to complete the heat.

6. The Race schedule for a Veterans class shall not consist of more than 6 races a day in 3 heat or 4 best 3 of 5 heat formats.

7. Dogs entered in a Veterans class cannot also be entered in any other class at that competition. 

8. Dogs that have raced as veterans can be entered in Regular Classes at subsequent Competitions

9. AFA Title points will be awarded to dogs in veterans competition under the normal rules – that is two points for a clean run with win and one point for a clean run.

10. Veteran Teams are not eligible to claim Australian Record times.

11. Veterans classes must involve a minimum of two nominated teams in order to be conducted at any competition. 

Hopefully the availability of the above Rules will encourage Competition organiser to seriously consider offering Veterans classes at some of the larger competitions in order to allow these Rules to be trialed.
	 
	 
	 

	
	 
	 
	

	
	 
	
	


