AFA Notification Number 31 –Amendment to Count Back Rule and Clarification re handler running two dogs in same heat.

1. On Trial Rule re Count back (effective 1st August 2011).

The Committee has reviewed the count back Rule 9.2 (q) taking into account the concerns raised by the Supervisory Judge and others regarding problems implementing the “best of 5 heats” averaging decider. The Committee agreed that the current Rule was complex and could involve difficulties and interpretations where one team had less than 5 completed heats. The Committee concluded that the most practical solution was to eliminate the average calculation altogether and to use the fastest head to head heat time as the final decider of places. The Committee agreed to adopt “On trial” the following Rule changes effective from 1st August 2011.:

DELETE from 9.2 (q) ii) on Page 28 the words:

“then average time using the 5 best completed head to head heats for each team (i.e. add the 5 best times of all completed heats run by each team head to head and divide by 5 to determine average completed heat time. Best average time wins.) If average time is even –“

The AMENDED 9.2 (q) ii) to read:

ii) Count back based first on head to head RACE wins during competition (where more than two teams are tied the count back for each team shall be the total RACE wins scored against all of the teams that are tied (the combined number of wins)); if two teams are still even the teams are compared on head to head heats; if two teams are still even - then fastest heat time head to head decides the winner. Competition organisers must state which option is to apply in Competition Schedule and announce this at start of Competition.

2. Rule Clarification – one handler running two dogs in same heat.

The Committee also considered the matter of one handler being able to run two dogs in the same heat. 

The Committee noted that this is an unusual situation that was not excluded by current Rules .

The Committee agreed that the practice of one handler running two dogs in the same heat is permissible provided it can be done safely, with all dogs in the ring under control of a handler at all times except when running, and that the Judge in the ring having the discretion to instruct a handler or team to discontinue the practice in that competition if he/she concludes that the handler is unable to do it safely.

Given that this is a safety issue, the AFA Representative may also be involved.

The Committee sees no need to change  the existing Rules, but decided that a Rule Clarification Notification should be issued to all Judges and Members to advise them that:

·  the practice of one handler running multiple dogs in a heat is not prohibited, but must be done safely;

· There must be one handler for each dog in the Ring (i.e. one handler may not hold two dogs or simultaneously hold one dog and run another); and

· Judges and AFA Representatives have an overriding duty of care to ensure safety of handlers and dogs in the Ring at all times, which means they will have to prevent a handler from running multiple dogs in one heat if they observe it to be unsafe. 

