AFA Rule Notification No. 35 – issued May 2012 – On Trial Rules Amendments dealing with Crossing, Interference and Ring Layout PLUS several clarification to Rules and Processes.

Item 1 Rules dealing with Crossing and Interference.

The AFA Committee has adopted a number of amendments to the current Rules in order to attempt to ensure more consistency in application of the Rules where crossings and interference occur, especially in deciding when a dog has actually “ crossed” into the other lane and the matter of a dog chasing its own ball resulting in crossing. The following Rule amendments will apply as On Trial Rules effective from 1st June 2012. 

Rule Amendments On Trial :

9.2(i) Interference or Crossing: (page 29/30 of Rules)

Where a dog or any team member Interferes with or Crosses into the lane of the opposing team within the ring at any time from prior to the first heat (during warm up period) until the last heat of the race has been declared by the Judge, the team causing the Interference or Crossing will forfeit a heat in the following way: 

i. If a heat is in progress at the time of the Interference or Crossing, the Judge shall stop the heat and award the win to the non-offending team. The non-offending team gets one bonus title point for the win and no points for completion. 

ii. If a heat is not in progress at the time of the Interference or Crossing, both teams shall run the subsequent heat. The forfeiting team cannot win or receive title points. All other Rules of Competition apply. .
In addition, the Judge shall issue a Yellow, Red or Black card (as appropriate) to the offending dog or member. Refer to 9.2(r) and Section 2.7 Definitions.

Notes and exceptions: 
 i)      A team is unable to cause interference against itself.

ii) A judge has discretion to issue a non-card warning for a Crossing in the Inbound area, which may be applied to a dog once only during a day 
iii) A Judge shall rerun a heat with no penalty if the Judge considers that the dog was chasing its own ball, except that if the other team has finished, they shall be awarded the win and the "crossing" team a DNF with no penalty.

iv) A Team Captain may approach the Timing Table before first heat and between heats with the Judge’s permission

v) These provisions cover Interference or Crossing in the Racing lanes and in all Runoff and Inbound areas.

9.2(r) Signal Cards (page 32/33 of Rules)

Yellow, red or black cards will be used by Judges to indicate particular offences as follows: 

Yellow card: 

Indicates a formal "caution" for any of the following offences: 

(i) Not being courteous and friendly in manner. 

(ii) Purposely delaying the restart of a heat. 

(iii) For showing displeasure with a dog, a Judge, Stewards, AFA representative, host club, sponsor, other AFA member or spectator in the ring. This includes showing dissent by words or actions. 

(iv) Demonstration of poor sportsmanship 

(v) For entering the ring to set up for a new race before the Judge has declared the previous race. 

(vi) First offence for Interference or Crossing. Where Judge’s discretion is exercised under 9.2(i), the card shall be awarded for the second offence.

Dog Behaviour Policy (page 45 of Rules)

Crossing: 

Crossing is when a dog Crosses the centreline but does not Interfere with the other team in any way. Refer to Section 2.7 Definitions and Rules 9.2(i) and 9.2(r).

The Incident report form and Timesheet will cite “Crossing‟ as the type of incident. 

Interference: 

Interference is when a dog from one team Interferes so that it causes a dog in the other team to deviate in its run or to not be able to finish its run. The Judge will stop the race and the race will be awarded to the team which did not Interfere. Refer to Section 2.7 Definitions and Rules 9.2(i) and 9.2(r).

The Incident report form and Timesheet will cite “Interference‟ as the type of incident.

Add Section 2.7 – Definitions ( New Section to Rules).

Crossing (Crosses, Crossed): A dog crosses over the centreline such that no part of its body is in its own side. Can occur in any part of the Ring, i.e. in the Racing area as well as the Inbound / Runoff area
Interference (Interferes): is when a dog from one team Crosses and causes a dog in the other team to deviate in its run or not be able to finish its run. Crossing is not automatically Interference. A dog chasing its own ball is not necessarily Interference.
Inbound area, Runoff area: the part of the Ring behind the Start/Finish line, i.e. everywhere except the Racing area.
Racing area, Racing lanes: the part of the Ring in front of the Start/Finish line, i.e. where the hurdles and the box are placed.
Item 2 – Rules re measuring of Racing Lane.

The Committee has adopted a new Form C-13A dealing with the processes to be followed when an Australian record is claimed and has also adopted as an On Trial Rule (effective from 1st June 2012)  amended wording for Section 4.3 Ring Layout.

The changes are designed to clarify issues of measuring the layout of the ring when a Australian record is claimed, including the various tolerances allowed in placement of Jumps and height of Jumps. The new wording makes it clear that all measurements are to be taken from the mid point of the start/finish line and that the placement of the box should be behind the front of the box line. 

The new Form C -13A is available on the AFA Web site under the  Forms Section. 

 New On Trial Rule  -  Section 4.3 - Ring Layout
(a) All measurements shall be from the centre of the marked Start/Finish Line. There shall be a distance of 6 feet (1.829m) from the start/finish line to the first jump, 16 feet (4.877m) from the start/finish line to the second jump, 26 feet (7.925m) from the start/finish line to the third jump, 36 feet (10.973m) from the start/finish line to the fourth jump and 51 feet (15.545m) from the start/finish line to the front edge of the Flyball box line. The start/finish line shall be clearly definable, bearing in mind the safety of the handlers and dogs.

Item 3 - Rule Clarification not involving changes to existing Rules.

The following clarifications are drawn to members attention.

Training in the Ring : The Committee noted that some members and Clubs seemed to be putting dogs into competitions before they were fully trained and that to then avoid problems with crossovers handlers were holding these dogs back till the oncoming dog had passed their dog.  Whilst this was not sandbagging (as it was not done to slow the teams time) it was essentially seen as training in the ring. The Committee in an effort to assist Judges in dealing with this situation agreed that Judges could use the 1.5 second delay in the lights as a guide to deciding whether a delayed release with no apparent reason could represent  training in the ring. The Committee was of the view that Judges should treat the first instance of “holding back” as simply involving a warning – any repeat of holding back without good reason should involve loss of heat as penalty. 

Dog Measuring, Height cards and challenges to dogs with and without height cards: The Committee wishes to draw to all members attention the import of ensuring your dog is competing at its correct height. The current Rules regarding measuring and height challenges were adopted in 2011. Members are encouraged to carefully read the Rules and ensure that any height declared on entry forms for a dog is correct. IF in doubt the dog should be submitted for measure. Members are also reminded that Judges and Team Captains may challenge any dogs height if they feel the dog is not racing at its correct height. Different methodologies apply to challenges where to dog does not have a height card to where the dog has been issued with such a card. The AFA supports the existing Rules, including the challenge process.

End of Rule Notification No. 35.

