AFA Rules Notification No. 43 – Issued November 2013.

This Notification deals with the following issues;
 1)   Withdrawal of Suspended Rule re Red Card for dogs crossing and approaching another dog.
2)   Breaking the start in handicap racing to gain an unfair advantage
3)   Clarification of Countback Rules in ties involving more than two teams
4)   Minor clarification amendments to Rule 9.2 (r) .
5)   Reminder to always use latest version of Forms from AFA Web site.
 
Item 1 Suspended On Trial Rule WITHDRAWN.
 Members are advised that the Suspended On Trial Rule dealing with issue of a Red Card where a dog crosses and directly approaches another dog but with no aggression intent evident has been permanently WITHDRAWN.  Incidents of this type will continue to be dealt with as yellow card offences. In order to attempt to get a consistent interpretation of the Rules regarding all crossing incidents the Committee has agreed to the issue of a Scenario analysis to all Judges setting out the various circumstances likely to be involved in crossing incidents and what should be the resulting action taken by Judges.
 
Item 2. Breaking the start in handicap racing to gain an unfair advantage.
 At a recent handicap format competition a start dog handler had broken the start by a very wide margin when they were racing a much slower team in Handicap format racing. The handicap was such that the faster team had significantly improved their chances of a win even though under the Rules of Handicap racing their start dog had to run twice.
 The Committee noted that if this action was deliberate this was a clear violation of the rules to gain an unfair advantage, which is a Black card offence.
 Noting that in Handicap racing the lights sequence down differently in each lane, the Committee accepted that a start dog handler could inadvertently release their dog on the “wrong” lights and agreed that a warning for a first offence would be appropriate but that a repeat very early release where a wide handicap was evident should result in issue of a Black card based on “Willful violation of the rules with the intent to gain an unfair advantage”. Judges have been advised of this decision.
 
Item 3. Clarification of Countback Rule where more than two Teams are involved in a Tie.
 The Committee has clarified the process to be used to separate tied teams in a situation where there are more than two teams involved in a tie. The process to be followed is :
 1.     Gather the race wins/losses, heat wins and Best Heat Times for the tied teams purely against each other, essentially treat them as a subgroup or small competition;
2.     Within the subgroup, count total Race Wins for each team;
3.     Separate out any teams that are no longer tied and place them in the appropriate finishing position (i.e. 1st, 2nd, 3rd etc.) in the subgroup;
4.     If any teams are still tied, separate out the heat wins for just the remaining tied teams head to head, and count the winning heats for each team;
5.     Separate out any teams that are no longer tied, place them in the appropriate finishing position in the subgroup;
6.     If any teams are still tied, separate out the Best Heat Times for just the remaining tied teams head to head and complete the competition finishing order.
 The Committee has agreed to issue an example table to Judges, Committee Members and others who are regular AFA Reps reflecting the above approach in order to assist them in the relatively infrequent requirement to separate multiple tied teams. 
 
Item 4. Minor clarification amendments to Rule 9.2 (r)
 The Committee has approved the following minor clarifications to Rule 9.2 (r) :
Red Card item (v) add following after the words “ second incident” – “( or third where discretion has been exercised under yellow (vi))”
 Black Card item (iv) after the words “third offence” replace text with – “ (or fourth where discretion has been exercised under Yellow (vi))listed under the yellow card or a second offence under the red card (other than Red (v)).
 Under heading “ AFA Members must “ add in line 1 after words “ Judges instructions” – “for the handler or Dog (as appropriate)”.
 The above minor changes will be included in the printed Rules in next reprint. Judges are asked to note the clarification changes in their Rule book .
 
Item 5. Reminder to use latest version of Forms from AFA Web site.
 Members are reminded to always use the latest version of AFA Forms from the AFA Web site. Some forms contain Macros that are updated periodically and use of old versions of forms can result in problems in processing.

